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admiration. She was even more completely suited to please
William in 1880 than she had been eleven years before, for
now he was beginning to play a gallant part on the national
stage. No one would watch him with such eager under-
standing as would ' Dhona.'

At first the parents received the news of the engagement
with flabbergasted annoyance. It was a defiance. No
Hohenzollera engaged himself in this clandestine manner.
Probably William's secretiveness was at bottom caused by an
urge to defy his mother, since there was no reason for it, and
the bride was entirely eligible, but the bickering which was
on the verge of breaking out died away as father and mother
fully realized their delight that their eldest son had chosen
to marry the daughter of their misused friend, whose lost
cause they had once sponsored so ardently. That Duke
Frederick's daughter would now be Empress of Germany
one day would be some compensation for his great disappoint-
ment over Schleswig-Holstein, over which affair they always
felt that they had let him down. The Crown Princess was
well acquainted with ' Dhona.' Realizing that she was
losing her hold over William, it is not improbable that in her
heart she also began to welcome the marriage with the hope
that she would be able to work on William through the easily-
influenced ' Dhona.' But if that was so she was mistaken.
William was marrying ' Dhona ' to talk to her, not to listen
to her.

The Crown Princess at once reported the engagement to
her mother. Evidently she was genuinely happy about
' Dhona,' for she said, rather pathetically, that ' her smile,
her manner, and her expression must disarm even the bristly,
thorny people of Berlin with their sharp tongues, their
cutting sarcasm about everybody and everything.'

So Queen Victoria forthwith summoned ' Dhona' to
Windsor. The bride-to-be dutifully departed for England
to interview her fiance's grandmother. The Queen agreed
that she was * gentle and amiable and sweet/ but was not
much impressed by her understanding, William's mother
in reply concurred with this opinion, but thought that as